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	Kyoto, Japan has a lot of different places full of history and background for tourists to visit.  From temples, to Shrines, and even markets that stay unique to Kyoto.  The places I will be doing research on are the places our group will visit in Japan.  They are beautiful sites to see with gorgeous scenery around them.
	The first temple I did research on was the Kozanji temple.  This Temple is a Buddhist temple where Buddhists go to worship.  The temple was founded by the Shingon scholar and monk Myoe in 1173-1232.  Inside the temple are numerous paintings from the 12h and 13th centuries.  The most important treasures from that era are also found in the Temple. The location of this temple is around a very thick and beautiful forest.  There are also smaller temples in this area as well but the Konzanji Temple is one of the significant ones.  Some of the treasures that are in this temple are picture scrolls, carvings, furnishings, and old writings of many kinds.  There are also statues that are located inside of the Kozanji temple. A lot of the readings and scrolls that are inside the temple are from Heian period.  There are thousands of scriptures as well.  Buddhist memorial services are frequently held inside the temple.  
	Nishiki Market is one of the most unique markets in Kyoto.  The market is full of tradition.  Another name of Nishiki market is “The Kitchen of Kyoto”!  The market runs about 390 meters long.  The market first opened as early as 1311.  It was just a fish store at the time where you could purchase fresh fish. Then as time went on the market shifted from just fish to a retail store.  Now in the modern age the market has hundreds of shops and its very tourist friendly.  It is also a very busy market.  It sells anything from Japanese sweets, dried food, sushi, and fresh food.  It’s very unique to Kyoto and at this market you may find Japanese dressed in their traditional clothing as well with females make up.  I believe we will be traveling at this market because it is so culturally different than anything we are used to.  It has a lot of history behind the market and it is where we can really get a glimpse on how Kyoto, Japan is! I am looking forward to be going to this market because shopping is a great interest of mine. 
	When I first was researching the Fushimi-inari shrine, I couldn’t help but to think how beautiful and unique it looked.  The shrine sits at a base of a mountain.  During the early Heian period, the shrine became very significant.  The emperor had messengers go there for very important events.  The earliest structure of the shrine was built in 711 on Inariyama hill.  It was later relocated in 816 on the request of the monk, Kukai.  Festivals are held at the shrine for Shinto’s to become pure.  The shrine looks like tall orange stacks where you walk through them like a tunnel.  It’s very captivating to the eye.  People worship this shrine for wealth.  The shrine is located 5 minutes from the Kyoto train station.  There are always festivals held there.  What I also found interesting is that at the main gate of the shrine there is a huge statue of a fox holding a key in its mouth.  
	The Kinkaku-Ji is a Buddhist temple in Kyoto, Japan.  Another name for the temple is “Golden Pavilion Temple” or “Temple of the Golden Pavilion.”  Its location is right above water with thick trees all around it.  It was founded the year of 1397 by Ashikaga Yoshimitsu.  When he died, it was later transformed into a Zen temple by his son.  The temple did get burnt down during the Onin war.  All of the buildings inside the complex were burned down.  The temple was rebuilt in 1955 and it is three stories high.  Gold leaf is what covers the top two stories which just sound beautiful to me.  The structure of the Temple represents nature, death, and religion.  The gardens in front of the temple are also designed in a particular way to express Japanese literature.  There are many visitors annually and is considered to be one of the most famous temples in Kyoto.  As I mentioned earlier the temple is extended over a body of water.  It is called the Mirror Pond when you translate it from Kyoko-chi pond. 
	The Gion is a district in Kyoto.  It was originally developed in the middle ages.  The districts purpose is to help tourists and visitors.  The Gion contains a lot of tea houses and restaurants and other things in the district.  There are also dance festivals in the Gion district where dances are held.  It’s basically just a bunch of buildings that serve a purpose where tourists will travel and buy or eat at the Gion district.  It is also where bars are located so people who live in the area can go and entertain themselves since it’s a popular spot.  
	The last spot in Kyoto I researched is the Kiyomizu-dera Buddhist temple.  It was founded year 778 by Enchin.  It got rebuilt in 1633 by Tokugawa lemitsu.  What I found cool from my research was that there is not a single nail used while constructing the building.  It is surrounded by flowers and it looked like it is on top of a hill in a huge field.  There are a lot of shrines that are in the temple including the God of Love, Okuninushi.  Lonely visitors visit this shrine with their eyes closed and they have to successfully  jump from a pair of “love stones”.  They are located 20 feet apart.  If the lonely visitor can successfully jump from one stone to the other that then means they will find love.  The temple is also popular when it comes to gatherings and they hold festivals during their New Year. They also offer souvenirs to visitors.  
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