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	The Osaka castle has quite a history behind it.  It was originally built between the years of 1537 to 1598 by a farmer who goes by Hideyoshi Toyotomi. He was one of the three main warlords during the time.  It took 60,000 people a year to help build this beautiful work of art.  Hideyoshi Toyotomi was fascinated with gold and wanted everything in the castle to have gold in it.  The castle during the time represented the power of fortune of this man.  The castle also had a golden tea room where tea would be served. The castle was located in the very center of Osaka and it was the largest castle at the time. All in all the castle was a symbol of wealth and fortune.  It was the center and very miraculous at the time. 
After Toyotomi’s death, the city was attacked and the castle got burnt down.  Also the castle suffered from multiple lightning strikes.  It’s been reconstructed several times throughout the 500 years it’s been originally built.  Many repairs have had to happen.  Tokugawa Leyasu was a man who founded shogunate in Edu (which is now Tokyo) in 1603. He was also a warlord who fought during these wars during the 1600’s. 
“Osaka Castle was subsequently rebuilt by the Tokugawa Shogunate, Which ordered the walls be “twice as tell” as before, and that the moats be “twice as deep” (May 2007, Japan: The Official Guide).  So it just goes to show that after the castle was destroyed it was rebuilt by Shogunate. He obviously wanted it bigger and better than before.  
Today the Osaka Castle is used for tourist purposes.  “The castle tower is surrounded by secondary citadels, gates, turrets, impressive stone walls and moats. The Nishionmaru Garden, encompassing the former "western citadel", is a lawn garden with 600 cherry trees, a tea house, the former Osaka Guest House and nice views of the castle tower from below.”(Japanguide.com). 
There is also a  shrine of dedicated to Hideyoshi Toyotomi inside the castle. Like what I quoted the Castle’s main purpose today is for tourist and it’s the best monument in Osaka to visit because of how much history is behind the beautiful Osaka Castle. 
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