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	The Kofukuji Temple was founded 669 AD by someone who was part of a clan to pray for the clan leader to recover from an illness.  It was the center of the Buddhist Religion to worship.  The temple was moved to Nara, Japan in the year of 710. Once the clan leaders powered faded, so did the temple.  Kofukuji was named one of the “Four Great Temples” in Japan. It is a three story temple with a huge statue of Buddha in it.  
	Todaiji temple was built in the year of 743 AD.  At this time, Buddhism was at its peak and practically everyone in Japan worshipped this religion.  It is a wooden temple that contains the largest Buddha in it.  It’s considered one of the more artistic temples filled with a lot of treasures.  Buddha has been repaired a few times.  During one earthquake, Buddha’s head fell off that they had to repair.   The base of the body has original parts from the 8th century.  Like what I said earlier, it is the largest Gilded Bronze Buddha so that’s why this temple is notorious for its treasures inside of it.  
	Nara Park was founded in 1880.  It is home to numerous temples and the Nara National Museum.  What I found interesting during research of this park is that it is home to thousands of deer.  They are considered to be messengers of God therefore they are free to roam.  It’s considered by the Shinto religion that they are spiritual creatures.  Deer are the symbol of Nara and have been called a National Treasure of the city.  The deer are tame and some have even been trained to bow to ask for food by visitors or tourists. 
The Kasuga Taisha Shrine is considered to be one of the Three Great Shrines in Nara.  It was developed in 710 which is the beginning of the Nara period and when Nara began to be.  It’s one of the biggest places of worship and its located right under two mountains that are Mt Mikasa and Mt Kasuga.  The history behind it is the shrine is sacred because the Gods descended down from the sacred mountains so therefore makes the shrine a great place of worship.  The Kasuga Taisha shrine is a beautiful place.  It’s known for its thousands of lanterns and gardens.  In the garden there are a lot of Wisteria flowers so therefore it’s known as the “field of wisteria”.  You can even see a lot of the people wearing a Wisteria flower in their hair when they are around the shrine. To get to the shrine you walk in “Torii” gates and there will be a long path up to the shrine.  Walking on the path is when you notice the thousands of lanterns leading up to the great place of worship.  They say once you open the gate you leave the world and come into a more spiritual place.  The main entrance to the Kasuga Taisha Shrine is through the South Gate. Overall, all of these places are in Nara Japan and have thousands of years behind and a lot of history behind it all.
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