International Film Critique

Use the following format for your international film review; answers must be typed below the questions and all questions must appear in full on your final copy. You can use this document as your template. Pay careful attention to the required number of words for those questions that have them. Failure to follow the instructions here and on your syllabus will result in a substantially low grade. Minimal answers poorly written are a D grade or less. Elaboration of points, excellent arguments, and good writing garner higher grades.

*********************************************

Name- Alex Keith
Class time period 10-10:50 MWF

1) Title of Film Tale Of Two Sisters
2) Year of release: 2003
3) Language of original film: Korean
4) Director: Jeen-woon Kim
5) Actors: Kap-su Kim, Jung-ah Yum, Su-jeong Lim 

6) Give a brief plot summary (should be 150-250 words and not be plagerized from the web):

The story is about a family that contains a Father, Step-mother, and Two younger sisters who are daughters of the dad.  The beginning scene shows the two daughters coming out of a mental institution they’ve been in for a month. The daughters names are Su-Mi and Su-Yeun.  They are very close. They arrive home but the Step Mother comes in and comes off very “evil” and “strict”. The two daughters don’t like her very much.  During the movie, Su-Mi has nightmares of just random people and things.  It’s almost like Su-Mi is having hauntings and is very disturbed. Su-Mi feels like the step mother is out to get her sister, Su-Yeun. So Su-Mi does everything in her power to protect her sister against the evil step-mother. What ends up happening is the Father notices her daughter Su-Mi acting crazy and talking to herself.  So the Father tells Su-Mi that her sister Su-Yeun has been dead this entire time. So Su-Mi was imagining that her sister was still alive and was being mistreated by her step-mother.  So Su-Mi starts going crazy at this point.  There is a fight between her and her step-mom and they argue all the time.  Near the end of the movie there is a scene where it shows that the step-mother was made up this entire time as well.  So the daughter, Su-Mi, created this imaginary life where her sister Su-Yeun was alive and that there was an evil step-mother.  
	The reason Su-Mi had this crazy mind was because a year earlier her sister Su-Yeun died because she got crushed by a huge chest of drawers and no one was there to help her.  Su-Mi felt so guilty because while her sister had the chest of drawers fall on her, Su-Mi and the lady house keeper were having a huge fight.  Su-Mi let her pride get in the way because she stormed out of the house even though she heard her sister crying.  Ever since then Su-Mi created this imaginary lifestyle of her sister being alive and an “evil step mom” so she could protect her sister from her because she felt so guilty letting her die.  

7) Analyze the social and philosophical issues the film addresses. Make sure you include the point of view of the movie, the context of the movie, what audience the movie is targeting, and why. (i.e. you should address and reflect upon the “argument” or “meaning” of the work. This should be analysis, not just summary of issues in the movie) {your answer should be at least  500 words}

The point of view of the movie contains a girl who is living with so much guilt and she doesn’t know how to cope with it.  I find it interesting because the movie has it where she thinks her sister is still alive and that there is a step mom who is out to get them.  A philosophical point in the movie is that guilt never really leaves you.  If you feel like you did wrong and there’s not much you can do, that guilt can haunt you and you need to have a coping method.  Su-Mi went to a mental institution where a psychiatrist would talk to her and try to help her with the death of her sister who died in such a horrific way. The targeted audience to this film would be people who love horror movies.  In a sense I feel like it wasn’t completely “scary” it was more frightening because Su-Mi would get these nightmares.  When I analize her nightmares it always has her dead sister in it. So it makes me interprete the movie that her dead sister Su-Yeun was haunting Su-Mi.  So I feel like the evil presence in the house was the sister who was crushed by a chest of drawers.  Another social issue this film really hit was that people let their pride get in the way and people will be so prideful you can hurt or ignore others around you.  Pride is a very selfish emotion and the film showed that exactly.  And when someone has pride and something terrible happens to someone you love you can feel so guilty and horrible about yourself. A philosophical point is that some people don’t’ really know how to cope with sadness and guilt that they may try to cope in unhealthy ways.  In this case the daughter created an imaginary life where her sister was still alive and an evil step mother.  I analyze in this film that the reason she created the step mom was because she wanted to find a way to help and save her sister from a potential danger since she wasn’t there to save her when she actually was alive because she let her pride get in the way with arguing with the house keeper.  A powerful scene at the end of the movie shows Su-Mi storming out of the house after a huge argument with the house keeper, when Su-Mi was outside she stopped for a second, looked back at the house, but then remembered the house keeper was in there and kept walking. When the argument was happening, that’s when Su-Yeun was getting crushed.  She was crying for help.  Su-Mi was being too prideful at the moment and arguing she chose her pride rather than to go upstairs to see what was wrong.  So when Su-Mi was walking away from the house she remembered she heard crying, but she kept walking.  Ever since when they discovered Su-Yeun died from it.  Her sister Su-Mi felt so guilty she let her pride of fighting come over her rather than to stop and see what was wrong.  So the director was really aiming that you shouldn’t be prideful and to help others if they are calling for help. Because if you don’t, the consequences may haunt you for the rest of your life.

8) What is your response to the message of the film? Why do you respond this way? Show that you are thinking about your own thinking here and the biases/assumptions about the world you bring to your viewing. Did the film change the way you view the subject? Why, or why not? {at least 250 words}

This film makes me respond in a way where I need to look out for others and be helpful when I can.  You can’t let your pride get in the way.  I have a tendency to be extremely prideful and feeling selfish and sorry for myself.  This movie makes me realize that if I spend too much time thinking about myself, I won’t realize how others are around me.  The director made the movie to show how selfish other humans can be. It taught a life lesson to be selfless.  The film was brilliantly done and every scene had a purpose and taught a lesson.  I respond in this way because it shows a huge consequence of being selfish.  The movie really shows you that no one can live with guilt and it will eventually eat you alive unless you get the professional treatment. The film did change my views exactly because of that. I really loved the film and I think that everyone should watch it because it has a lot of great meanings and was brilliantly made.  In one of the scenes it shows the father looking very stressed out and sad.  It now all makes sense because the father was realizing that his daughter Su-Mi wasn’t better after the mental institution.  She just had gotten worse.  Throughout the film I interpreted the father being quiet yet wise. I also think that no matter what you’re going through or living with, you have people who care about you.

9) What cultural differences did you notice in the film (philosophical outlook, humor, architecture, customs, clothes, cities, weather, food, music, dancing, lifestyles, etc.)?  What did you learn about history, economics or politics? {There are always differences; look for them} [at least a 250 words]

I noticed a lot of differences in the movie.  First off there was the scenery.  It shows a very Oriental house and they live in a beautiful field with a lot of oriential flowers.  Inside the home there were a lot of Korean decorations.  The house was styled in a way where you can tell it wasn’t American at all.  Of course the food was all Korean.  The music they would play was classical and very beautiful.  It came off as music that wouldn’t be played in the USA.  The standout points that it was a Korean film were all the scenery and the house.  A philosophical standout I really noticed was how they all talked to each other.  There was a distinctive sense of humor they had.  Things they would laugh about are different then something I would.  The father and “step mom” also demanded respect.  I understand the oriental cultures respect their elders no matter what.  It’s a very conservative lifestyle and respect is the number one thing they all have had to have for each other.  They also talk very quiet and wait for others to be done speaking.  Again that shows that there is respect. Their clothes were quite different as well. They had a lot of oriental patterns on their shirts and definitely were clothes from South Korea. The makeup the “step mom” had was the red lipstick and how she wore her eye liner was very oriental as well. The weather was always sunny and looked like it was Spring time because all the flowers were bloomed and the scene was very beautiful.

10)  What techniques did the filmmaker use that were different from what you see in the films you normally watch? Think about lighting, dialogue, atmosphere, setting, music, and how the filmmaker might play upon your own biases, etc.{150 words}

The lightening almost the whole time was very dark.  The director was really aiming at the darker setting in the house.  Since the film is labeled under a horror there was that darkness that the film had.  It got very quiet at times.  The camera didn’t change angles a whole lot either.  Whenever the movie showed the step mom and Su-Mi talking (which were just Su-Mi talking to herself) It was very dark in the house with some florescent lighting.  The music had its dark moments whenever Su-Mi would have a bad dream or a haunting, but when the two daughters were outside of the home playing it was very light with beautiful flowers all around them.  The music was very uplifting and powerful.  Mostly all just classical but it really told a story.  Normally films are very fast paced and different camera angles every few seconds, but in this movie the scenes would stay at a camera angle and switch every so often.  The music at the end of the film was classical.  During the sad scenes watching Su-Yeun die and seeing the other sister Su-Mi walk away from the house had a classical song in the background playing.  It came off beautiful yet extremely devastating that it had to happen that way. The directors really knew how to have that music playing during a sad scene to teach us a lesson and have us realize.

11)  Why do you think I assign a foreign film?

[bookmark: _GoBack]	You assigned a foreign film to broaden our minds.  Everyone is really used to American films.  A foreign film is something different and unique and it has us think outside the box.  It opens our eyes how different cultures are and you can clearly tell in the movies. In my opinion is good to watch movies from different places because you really do learn a lot about their culture and customs through the movie.  

